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offered to submit himself to the ordinary judicial procedure of the time
and to dear himself on oath, but Alfonso would not consent; and the
Cid had to leave his country for the second time, fortunate in being able
to take with him his wife and children, whom the king released.

Once again Rodrigo entered the service of the Muslim King of Sara-
gossa, and waged war against the King of Lerida, who was still being
supported by the King of Aragon and the Count of Barcelona. Once
again the Cid was victorious and took Berengar-Raymond prisoner.
One result of this fresh victory and of the generosity of Rodrigo towards
the Catalan count, whom he set at liberty, was the friendship which the
latter vowed to the Cid, and which he proved by the marriage of his
nephew (the future Count of Barcelona, Raymond-Berengar III, called the
Great) to Maria, the Cid's daughter. Moreover, Rodrigo was granted the
protectorate over the Muslim provinces south-west of Catalonia, in place
of the Catalan count who had been so unfortunate in war (1090-1091).
Hereby all the territory south of the little kingdom of Aragon up to the
frontiers of Valencia, Toledo, and Murcia was actually in the hands of
the Cid, although the nominal sovereignty remained with the Kings of
Saragossa andLerida. Rodrigo, however, was anxious to return to his native
land, in response to the overtures made to him by the Queen of Castile.
To please Alfonso, the Cid co-operated with him in a military expedition
he had undertaken against the Almordvid Muslims of Andalusia; but
Alfonso remained obdurate (1092).

For the third time Rodrigo was driven from Castile, and this time he
did what he had never previously done, although contemporary feudal
law permitted such a course to a noble at enmity with the king and
treated unjustly by him: he laid waste the Castilian district of Rioja,
and sent a formal defiance to his old enemy, Garcia Ordonez, Count of
N&jera, who did not answer to the challenge.

Until 1092 the Cid had kept up political relations with the Muslim
kingdom of Valencia. We have already seen that Alfonso of Castile had
placed Qadir, his former ally in Toledo, on the throne of the great city
of the east coast (1085-1086). When the Castilian troops left in support
of the new King of Valencia were obliged to retire to Castile after the
defeat of Zalaca (1086), Qadir felt so insecure on his throne that he
sought an alliance with the Muslim King of Saragossa, which was in
effect alliance with the Cid. The latter accordingly arrived at Valencia
at the head of a mixed army of Muslims and Christians, established
Qadir on the throne, defeated the kings and chiefs of Tortosa, Albar-
racin, Alpuente, and other places close to the Valencian comarca. He
then concluded a treaty with Qadir, by the terms of which the Muslim
monarch paid tribute to him.

In 1092 an event of a nature very common in the kingdoms of the
Taifas again brought the Cid into action at Valencia. An insurrection
led by the Cadi Ibn-Jahhaf resulted in the capture of the city and the
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